A gem of 4th century B.C. Creek art, this magnificent bronze statue was discovered embedded in the river Herault in the centre of the southern French town of Agde. Though the city is now 4 kilometres (3 miles) from the coast, as early as the 6th century B.C. it was a busy Mediterranean port, and the statue comes from an ancient shipwreck. The harbour later became silted up, leaving the town high and dry far from the seashore. The "Ephebe of Agde", as the statue is known, now stands In the Louvre in Paris, facing the celebrated "Winged Victory of Samothrace", but it will eventually grace a specially-built museum at Agde.
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100 underwater sites off the coasts of France
The two maps on this page show how the coasts of France, from the English Channel and the Atlantic Ocean to the shores of the Mediterranean and those of Corsica, are dotted with underwater archaeo-
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logical sites. About a hundred, explored during the past 20 years, are described by the French underwater archaeologist Denis Fonquerle, in Unes-co's new book, "Underwater Archaeology". Off the coast of Brittany, objects ranging from prehistoric tools and weapons to cannon from naval and pirate vessels of the 18th century have been found. From the Mediterranean, richest hunting ground of all, thousands of amphora s and pottery vessels that once served the thriving trade In wine and oil, ancient bronze or stone statues, ingots of copper and lead, stone anchors, mosaics and enormous numbers of everyday objects have been salvaged. At Grand Congloue, on the Mediterranean, excavations directed by Yves Cousteau and Yves Girault have recovered over 6,000 items. At one site on the coast near Agde some 1,300 objects were brought up from a wreck dating From the Bronze Age.
Maps reproduced from "Underwater Archaeology"